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Summary:
•We’re a campaign to reduce inequality
•Economic inequality is dangerously high
•Educational inequality robs poor kids of a 
future
•They make each other worse
•We can make both better



What we do:
The Equality Trust aims to improve the UK’s 

quality of life by reducing economic inequality











How unequal are we?











How bad is educational inequality?

•Smaller vocabularies and are slower to learn 
words
•Age 3: 9 months behind
•Age 4: 18 months behind
•Age 5: 2/3 as likely to reach good level of 
development





What’s this mean for social mobility?
•Worst rate of social mobility in the developed 
world
•7% of children go to private school
•71% of senior judges
•44% of those on the Sunday Times Rich List
•43% of newspaper columnists
•33% of MPs



• Income inequality is dangerously high
• It has increased dramatically since the late 
1970s
• The poorer a child, the lower the scores
• The worst social mobility in the developed 
world



How are social mobility 
and education related to 

inequality?







Source: OECD 
2014



What’s happening? What’s the direction 
of causation?

•It’s complicated

•It’s a vicious circle 



A lack of education increases inequality:

•Returns to education

•Technology vs. education

•Better teachers cause higher incomes



• This doesn’t explain all the inequality gap

• As low as 7% of the inequality gap



Greater levels of inequality damage 
education:

•Investing in the next generation

•Inequality inefficiently distributes resources





Getting rid of the income gap:
•Halves the education gap
•Improves maternal mental health
•Improves children’s levels of anxiety and 
behaviour in school



• Maybe it’s about stress

• Stress shortens lives and worsens mental 
health

• Inequality causes stress



• Unequal countries have lower levels of 
social mobility and worse education, 
particularly for those at the bottom

• Unequal returns to education
• Unequal investment in the next generation
• Stress



What's the solution?



• We can improve education and reduce 
inequality  in tandem

On education:
•  Unfortunately we know more about what 
doesn’t work than what does















• More equal education systems achieve as 
good or better results 

• Not a trade-off between aiming for teaching 
for the best and teaching for everyone



How else we can reduce inequality:
•Fair business

•Fair taxes

•Fair pay



Summary (again)
•We are a campaign to reduce inequality
•Economic inequality is dangerously high
•Educational inequality robs poor kids of a 
future
•They make each other worse
•We can make both better



equalitytrust.org.uk
@equalitytrust
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